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PERSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS                   AUGUST 3, 2015 
MEMBERS PRESENT                OTHERS PRESENT 

Kyle W. Puryear                                                    Heidi York, County Manager 
David Newell, Sr. - ABSENT C. Ronald Aycock, County Attorney                   
B. Ray Jeffers                                              Brenda B. Reaves, Clerk to the Board                   
Jimmy B. Clayton  
Tracey L. Kendrick       

 

           The Board of Commissioners for the County of Person, North Carolina, met in 
recessed session on Monday, August 3, 2015 at 6:00pm in the Commissioners’ meeting 
room in the Person County Office Building for the purpose of holding informal interviews 
with applicants for the following: 
 

A. Jury Commission 
B. Library Advisory Board 
C. Piedmont Community College Board of Trustees  
D. Person-Caswell Lake Authority 
E. Planning Board 

 
Chairman Puryear called the recessed meeting to order.  Vice Chairman Newell 

was absent and Commissioner Kendrick arrived at 6:04pm. 
 
 
CLOSED SESSION #1 

A motion was made by Commissioner Jeffers and carried 3-0 to enter Closed 
Session for the purpose of considering appointment of individuals through an informal 
interview process with applicants of competitive committee, boards, and commissions per 
General Statutes 143-318.11(a)(6) at 6:01 pm with the following individual permitted to 
attend:  Clerk to the Board, Brenda Reaves. 
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Kendrick and carried 4-0 to return to open 
session at 6:58pm. 
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Jeffers and carried 4-0 to adjourn the 
meeting at 6:58pm. 
 
  
 

Chairman Puryear called the regular scheduled meeting to order at 7:00pm.  
Commissioner Kendrick gave an invocation and Commissioner Jeffers led the group in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
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DISCUSSION/ADJUSTMENT/APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Kendrick and carried 4-0 to approve the 
agenda.  
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

REQUEST BY NORTH PARK DRIVE LLC, REPRESENTING SPUNTECH 

INDUSTRIES, INC., TO REZONE 71.23 ACRES OF A 181 ACRE PARCEL (TAX 

MAP A58 PARCEL 35) LOCATED ON BOSTON ROAD (US 501 N) FROM 

RURAL CONSERVATION (RC) TO GENERAL INDUSTRIAL (GI):   

 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Jeffers and carried 4-0 to open the duly 
advertised public hearing for a request by North Park Drive LLC, representing Spuntech 
Industries, Inc., to rezone 71.23 acres of a 181 acre parcel (Tax Map A58 Parcel 35) located 
on Boston Road (US 501 N) from Rural Conservation (RC) to General Industrial (GI).  
 
 Planning Director, Mike Ciriello stated the request was to rezone 71.23 acres of a 
181.34 acre parcel located on Boston Road, US 501 N from Rural Conservation to General 
Industrial and to recombine with Tax Map A58 Parcel 124. If rezoned, all land uses 
permitted in the GI District will be allowed and would accommodate future industrial uses 
and/or expansion of existing industrial facilities on adjacent parcels by Spuntech Industries.  
 The general intent of the GI District shall be to provide suitable locations for service, 
manufacturing and warehousing activities which are non-noxious.  
 

The area along Boston Road is primarily zoned Rural Conservation but there are 
some residential and B-1 properties. There are two parcels that are zoned B-1 (Highway 
Commercial, one is the Bull Pen (formerly Outer Limits) and the other parcel is vacant.  
 

Immediately adjacent to the parcel on Boston Road there is a mixture of vacant 
land, single family dwellings and an auto repair garage.  The property immediately west of 
the site is owned by North Park Drive LLC and it is zone General Industrial. This is the 
location of Spuntech on North Park Drive.  Adjacent and to the north along North Park 
Drive is Georgia Pacific.  
 

The Planning Board held a Public Hearing on June 11, 2015. The Board voted 4 to 
0 to recommend approval of the rezoning provided the 71.23 acres is recombined with Tax 
Map A58 Parcel 124. The Planning Board found that the rezoning was consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
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 Speaking in favor of the request by North Park Drive LLC, representing Spuntech 
Industries, Inc., to rezone 71.23 acres of a 181 acre parcel (Tax Map A58 Parcel 35) located 
on Boston Road (US 501 N) from Rural Conservation (RC) to General Industrial (GI) was 
Mr. Jay Jennings of 155 High Rock Road, Hurdle Mills, NC  27541.  Mr. Jennings, on 
behalf of Coulter, Jewell & Thames, the surveyor working with North Park Drive, LLC to 
develop the plat before the Board stated he was available to answer any questions. 
 
 There were no individuals appearing to speak in opposition to the request by North 
Park Drive LLC, representing Spuntech Industries, Inc., to rezone 71.23 acres of a 181 acre 
parcel (Tax Map A58 Parcel 35) located on Boston Road (US 501 N) from Rural 
Conservation (RC) to General Industrial (GI). 
  

 A motion was made by Commissioner Jeffers and carried 4-0 to close the public 
hearing for a request by North Park Drive LLC, representing Spuntech Industries, Inc., to 
rezone 71.23 acres of a 181 acre parcel (Tax Map A58 Parcel 35) located on Boston Road 
(US 501 N) from Rural Conservation (RC) to General Industrial (GI).  
 

 

CONSIDERATION TO GRANT OR DENY REQUEST BY NORTH PARK DRIVE 

LLC, REPRESENTING SPUNTECH INDUSTRIES, INC., TO REZONE 71.23 

ACRES OF A 181 ACRE PARCEL (TAX MAP A58 PARCEL 35) LOCATED ON 

BOSTON ROAD (US 501 N) FROM RURAL CONSERVATION (RC) TO 

GENERAL INDUSTRIAL (GI):   

 A motion was made by Commissioner Clayton and carried 4-0 to approve the 
request by North Park Drive LLC, representing Spuntech Industries, Inc., to rezone 71.23 
acres of a 181 acre parcel (Tax Map A58 Parcel 35) located on Boston Road (US 501 N) 
from Rural Conservation (RC) to General Industrial (GI) and to recombine with Tax Map 
A58 Parcel 124. 
 
 
 
INFORMAL COMMENTS: 

 The following individuals appeared before the Board to make informal comments: 
 

Ms. Susan Naylor of 481 Valhalla Drive read and presented a letter signed by 70 
individuals noting opposition to Commissioner Kendrick’s proposal to cut the Senior 
Center’s budget by $25,000. 
 

Mr. Dennis Norris of 369 Walnut Grove Church Road, Hurdle Mills addressed the 
Board related to his concerns of deer hunting using dogs and the actions of hunters to 
abandon dogs and shoot from the highway in trucks.  Mr. Norris wanted to know the 
process by which he could petition the Board to ban hunting in his part of the county. 
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Mr. George Naylor of 481 Valhalla Drive advocated for the Senior Center and its 
services. 
 

Ms. Betty Blalock of 144 Tirzah Ridge, Rougemont read and presented a letter to 
the Board related to the recent cancer study near the county landfill. 
 
 
DISCUSSION/ADJUSTMENT/APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Jeffers and carried 4-0 to approve the 
Consent Agenda with the following items: 
 

A. Approval of Minutes of  July 20, 2015, and 
B. Lease Agreement with Philips Medical Capital (EMS Defibrillators)  

  
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMITTEES: 

Clerk to the Board, Brenda Reaves asked the Board to make nominations for 
appointment to the following: 
 

- Jury Commission 
 2-Year Term; 1 position available 

1) Bayard R. Crumpton requested reappointment 
2) Carmen Lou Giggey requested appointment 

  
A motion was made by Commissioner  Kendrick and carried 4-0 to reappoint 

Bayard Crumpton to the Jury Commission for a 2-year term. 
 
- Library Advisory Board 
 3-Year Term: 2 positions available  

1) Margaret McMann requested reappointment 
2) Robert A. Bridges requested appointment 
3) Riley J. Oakley, Jr. requested appointment 
4) Charles Harvey requested appointment 
 
A motion was made by Chairman Puryear to reappoint Margaret McMann to the 

Library Advisory Board for a 3-year term.  Chairman Puryear and Commissioner Kendrick 
voted in support of the motion.  Commissioners Clayton and Jeffers voted in opposition to 
the motion.  The 2-2 vote resulted in no action by the Board and this item will be placed 
on the Board’s next agenda. 
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A motion was made by Commissioner Jeffers and carried 3-1 to appoint Riley J. 
Oakley, Jr. to the Library Advisory Board for a 3-year term.  Chairman Puryear cast the 
lone dissenting vote. 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Jeffers to appoint Charles Harvey to the 

Library Advisory Board for a 3-year term.  Commissioners Jeffers and Clayton voted in 
support of the motion.  Chairman Puryear and Commissioner Kendrick voted in opposition 
to the motion.  The 2-2 vote resulted in no action by the Board and this item will be placed 
on the Board’s next agenda. 

 
 

- Piedmont Community College Board of Trustees 
4-Year Term; 1 position available 
1) Charles Harvey requested appointment 
2) Tommy Humphries requested appointment 
3) James J. Woody requested appointment 
4) Merilyn P. Newell withdrew from consideration 
5) Alan R. Whitlow requested appointment 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner  Jeffers and carried 4-0 to appoint James J. 

Woody to the Piedmont Community College Board of Trustees for a 4-year term. 
 

-  Person-Caswell Lake Authority 
3-Year Term:  1 position available 
1) Gil Stovall requested reappointment 
2) Michael Boucher requested appointment 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner  Jeffers and carried 4-0 to reappoint Gil 

Stovall to the Person-Caswell Lake Authority for a 3-year term. 
 
- Planning Board 

3-Year Term: 2 positions available 
1) Sandra Majors requested reappointment 
2) Michael Riley requested appointment 
3) Michael Brandon requested reappointment 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner  Jeffers and carried 4-0 to reappoint Sandra 

Majors and Michael Brandon to the Planning Board, each for a 3-year term. 
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The Person County Board of Commissioners solicited volunteers to fill positions 
on the following boards, commissions, authorities, and committees through advertisement 
in the Courier-Times edition dated June 18, 2015 with notice to submit applications by the 
deadline of July 14, 2015.  Ms. Reaves presented the Board with the following interested 
citizen applications for consideration for appointment. 
 
- Economic Development Commission 

1 position available for an unexpired term to June 30, 2017 for a representative of 
a business with a presence in Person County 
1) Jeff Fitzgerald requested appointment 

 
A motion was made by Chairman Puryear and carried 4-0 to appoint Jeff 

Fitzgerald to the Economic Development Commission as a representative of a business 
with a presence in Person County to fulfill an unexpired term to June 30, 2017. 
 
- Nursing Home Advisory Committee 

 1-Year Initial Term; 3-Year Reappointment; 3 positions available 
1) Geraldine Yancey requested reappointment 

 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Clayton and carried 4-0 to reappoint 
Geraldine Yancey to the Nursing Home Advisory Committee for a 3-year term. 
 
- Board of Adjustment 
 1 position to fill an unexpired term to 6/30/16, and 

1 position for an unspecified term for an alternate 
- No applications received. 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner  Jeffers and carried 4-0 to appoint Michael 

Riley to fill an unexpired term to June 30, 2016 on the Board of Adjustment. 
 
- Juvenile Crime Prevention Council 

1-Year Initial Term; 2-Year Reappointment  
1 position available for a member of the business community; 
1 position available for a substance abuse professional; 
2-Year Term:  
1 citizen-at-large position;  
1 position for the Chief of Police or his designee;  
1 position for the District Attorney or his designee; 
1 position for a representative from the Department of Social Services. 
- No Applications received. 
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A motion was made by Commissioner  Jeffers and carried 4-0 to appoint Charles 
Harvey to the Juvenile Crime Prevention Council to represent a member of the business 
community for an initial 1-year term. 
 
- Industrial Facilities and Pollution Control Financing Authority 
 6-Year Term; 2 positions available – No applications received. 
 
 
 Commissioners Jeffers and Clayton encouraged citizens to consider serving on one 
of the county boards that currently has vacancies. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 
WOODLAND TOWER LEASES: 

Assistant County Manager, Sybil Tate requested Board approval of the Woodland 
Tower leases noting the tower is as a part of the public safety communication upgrade.  Ms. 
Tate stated at the Board’s April 20, 2015 meeting, the Board approved a proposal to lease 
the Woodland School tower site to the State for construction of a VIPER tower.  

 
Ms. Tate noted Mr. Marty Randall and Capt. Blanks with the NC State Highway 

Patrol were present to answer questions regarding the terms and conditions of the lease. 
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Clayton and carried 4-0 to approve the 
Woodland Tower lease agreements as presented.  
 
 The Memorandum of Lease, Sublease Agreement and Ground Lease Agreement as 
presented and approved follow: 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

 Chairman Puryear reported on the impressive tour led by Person County Group 
Homes and Person Industries in which he, Commissioner Jeffers and Representative Larry 
Yarborough participated. 
 
 Chairman Puryear congratulated the National Federal Retired Employees 
Association on their 20th anniversary. 
 
 Chairman Puryear reported that he and Vice Chairman Newell attended a meeting 
for the Chairs and Vice Chairs of the Tourism Development Authority (TDA) and the 
Person County Museum noting there was good feedback.  Chairman Puryear stated he and 
Vice Chairman Newell would be attending the TDA’s regular meeting on August 5, 2015 
at noon. 
 
 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: 

 County Manager, Heidi York reported the following: 
 

• a survey from the auditors was placed at each commissioner’s seat to be completed 

and returned to the County Manager’s Office, 

• the Solid Waste study has a defined scope with a contract to be brought before the 

Board at its next meeting, and 

• the architectural and engineering contract with costs for the Senior Center project 

is in process. 

 
 
COMMISSIONER REPORT/COMMENTS: 

 

Commissioner Jeffers recognized Eryn Haynes who was present in the audience 
and selected as Person County’s Youth Delegate to represent at the upcoming NC 
Association of County Commissioners’ annual conference in Pitt County. 

 
Commissioner Jeffers commended the services of Person County Group Homes 

and Person Industries/Recycling Center noting the tour was informative and he learned that 
the recycling center now accepts appliances. 

 
Commissioner Jeffers requested an item be added to the first Board meeting in 

September to recognize the NC Association of Black County Officials’ first-time award of 
a $1,000 scholarship to a Person County recipient, Deandre Davis.  
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Commissioner Clayton commended the services provided by Person County Group 
Homes. 

 

 Commissioner Kendrick reported the National Night Out will be held on August 4, 
2015 at the Huck Sansbury Park and encouraged the community to attend. 
 
 
 Chairman Puryear reminded the Board to keep the Newell family in their prayers. 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

A motion was made by Commissioner  Jeffers and carried 4-0 to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:33pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________  ______________________________ 
Brenda B. Reaves    Kyle W. Puryear 
Clerk to the Board    Chairman 
 
 
 
 


