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PERSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS                  MARCH 23, 2020 
MEMBERS PRESENT                OTHERS PRESENT 
 

B. Ray Jeffers                                                                  Heidi York, County Manager 
Jimmy B. Clayton  Brenda B. Reaves, Clerk to the Board                               
Kyle W. Puryear        C. Ronald Aycock, County Attorney 
Gordon Powell 
C. Derrick Sims 

  
           The Board of Commissioners for the County of Person, North Carolina, met in 
regular session on Monday, March 23, 2020 at 9:00am in the commissioners’ boardroom 
in the Person County Office Building. 
 
 Chairman Jeffers called the meeting to order.  Commissioner Sims offered an 
invocation and Chairman Jeffers led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  County 
Attorney, Ron Aycock participated in the meeting via telephone conference call. 
 
 
DISCUSSION/ADJUSTMENT/APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Chairman Jeffers made a motion to table the following items: a) Election of Vice 
Chairman, b) Broadband Project Update, c) Update on Person County participation in the 
national Opioid litigation, d) Appointments to Boards and Committees, and to add to the 
agenda an item for a Text Amendment to the Board of Commissioners’  
Rules of Procedures; the motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
 County Manager, Heidi York introduced Person County’s newly hired 
Transportation Director, Kurt Neufang.  Mr. Neufang shared a little of his previous work 
experience and highlighted that PATS’ current transportation included employment and 
medical trips.  He noted that the uptown shuttle route would be expanding on March 30, 
2020. 
 
 
INFORMAL COMMENTS: 
 There were no comments from the public. 
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DISCUSSION/ADJUSTMENT/APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Puryear and carried 5-0 to approve the 
Consent Agenda with the following items: 

 
A. Approval of Minutes of March 9, 2020,    
B. Budget Amendment # 16, 
C. Certificate of Clerk re: Approval of Tax-Exempt Loan to Timberlake Fire and 

Rescue, Inc. from Roxboro Savings Bank up to $140,000,  
D. Audit Contract for Fiscal Year 2020 with Elliott Davis in the amount of 

$59,300, and  
E. PATS Drug & Alcohol Policy Update  

 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
RESOLUTION AND AGREEMENT FOR BANKING SERVICES WITH BB&T: 

Finance Director, Amy Wehrenberg informed the Board that the Finance 
Department was notified on February 12, 2020 that the local SunTrust Bank branch, the 
current depository for the County’s banking services, will be sold to First Horizon National 
Corporation in June 2020 prior to the merger of SunTrust Bank with BB&T, now to be 
renamed Truist Financial Corporation.  Unfortunately, the sale of the local branch occurs 
well before the formal merger of SunTrust and BB&T is scheduled to take place, now 
estimated to happen in the next 18-24 months. 
 

Ms. Wehrenberg stated that although the County’s accounts could technically 
remain with SunTrust, the local branch will no longer be available to serve the County’s 
banking needs, causing a major disruption of services such as the ability to make deposits, 
cash checks, etc. At the time Ms. Wehrenberg was notified of this change, BB&T and 
SunTrust representatives hoped to provide the County with some options until the merger 
could be finalized in 2021.  On March 10th, the County was given a proposal to enter into 
a banking services contract with BB&T to establish accounts at their branch with the same 
services, rates, and agreement terms as with SunTrust. If the merger between SunTrust and 
BB&T was finalized before the divestment process occurred between SunTrust and First 
Horizon, county accounts would have transferred automatically to BB&T without having 
to establish new accounts.  The expedient divestment process and late notification to the 
County presented a critical situation that caused the need to enter into a contract with 
BB&T, prior to its formally merged status with SunTrust, and go through the 
comprehensive tasks associated with the creation of and transfer to new bank accounts.   
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Ms. Wehrenberg explained that typically after the contract was signed, the 
transition process of switching banks from the time the contract is signed can take up to 
three months.  The short notice from BB&T and SunTrust only allows about a two-month 
timeline for working with BB&T and the County’s accounting software provider to change 
the information in the accounts payable and payroll systems, as well as notifying 
employees and departments of the change and the impacts to their processes.  Ms. 
Wehrenberg said this tight schedule was the reason for her request for the approval of the 
contract with BB&T, to allow as much time as possible to transition and provide the least 
disruption to the County’s financial processes. 
 

Ms. Wehrenberg presented to the Board BB&T’s Resolution and Agreement for 
Deposit Account for consideration to approve with BB&T as the County’s new depository 
under the terms provided. 
 
 Commissioner Puryear requested the Board to recuse him from voting on this item 
as BB&T is his employer.  A motion was made by Commissioner Powell and carried 5-0 
to recuse Commissioner Puryear from the vote on the consideration to approve BB&T as 
the County’s new depository. 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Powell and carried 4-0 to approve the 

BB&T Resolution and Agreement for Deposit Account for BB&T to become the County’s 
new depository, as presented. 
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 Commissioner Puryear thanked the Finance Director and staff for the expeditious 
manner and leadership to secure the transition of the County’s financial accounts. 
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BOARD’S RULES OF PROCEDURE: 
County Attorney, Ron Aycock presented a text amendment to the Board’s Rules of 

Procedure for consideration to be added to the existing Rules of Procedure.  The addition 
related to conducting meetings during a Declared State of Emergency to allow a quorum 
to meet via electronic means and would apply to the Board of Commissioners and all 
county boards, committees, authorities and commissions. 
 
 The language proposed for addition to the Rules of Procedure follows: 
 
“3- Meetings during Declared State of Emergency 
(a) When the chair or other authorized county official has declared a state of emergency 

pursuant to NC law and it is impossible or imprudent to meet in a physical in person 
meeting the Board of County Commissioners may meet as a board by electronic means 
upon a certification by the chair or other authorized official that it is necessary to do 
so. Notice shall be given of such meeting to the public by any reasonable means 
according to the Open Meetings law along with the opportunity for the public to 
observe such meeting. 

(b)  When a meeting of the board is held as provided for in 3(a) above the board may 
permit staff and others to participate electronically as necessary for the efficient and 
effective consideration of issues before the board. 

(c)  The procedures provided for in this section 7.3 shall be applicable to all county boards 
and commissions including but not limited to the Board of Health, the Board of Social 
Services, the Planning Board, the Board of Adjustments and the Recreation Board.” 

 
Mr. Aycock noted the proposed rule was a result of the current state of emergency 

responding to the COVID-19 corona virus for an alternative procedure to keep attendees 
safe and to comply with executive orders limiting gathering of people in one space. Mr. 
Aycock further noted state law authorizes the Board to set its own Rules of Procedure.  Mr. 
Aycock noted the ability to conduct meetings by an electronic means should only apply 
during a state of emergency.  In addition, Mr. Aycock said proper notice to the Sunshine 
listing through an email announcement as well as the procedure on how the public would 
have the opportunity to observe the electronic meeting including a group platform for 
citizens to provide comments was required. 
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Puryear and carried 5-0 to approve the 
language, as presented, to be added to the Board’s Rules of Procedure for a Rule to conduct 
meetings during a Declared State of Emergency. 
 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 
 Chairman Jeffers asked the Board about cancelling the Board’s first meeting in 
April, scheduled for April 6, 2020 at 7:00pm.  It was the consensus of the Board to cancel 
the Board of Commissioners regular scheduled meeting on April 6, 2020.  The Board’s 
next regular scheduled meeting will be held on April 20, 2020 at 9:00am. 
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MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 County Manager, Heidi York announced that all county buildings will be closed to 
the public for general access this date through April 6, 2020, at which time, the county will 
reassess the current COVID-19 situation and make decisions accordingly. Ms. York stated 
this was a precautionary measure to protect the health and well-being of the public and 
Person County employees.  

Ms. York said county operations will continue with normal operating hours with 
the majority of county business being conducted by telephone and online. County services 
can be accessed on an individual appointment basis by calling the department directly and 
scheduling an appointment. This will allow departments to regulate the number of visitors 
at any given time in county buildings. Walk-ins are discouraged but county departments 
may tailor their programs and services as they see fit to minimize the number of people 
(with a goal of not exceeding ten people at a time) in a county facility.  Ms. York noted 
PATS will provide appointment-scheduled rides which will be limited to medical 
appointments and employment transportation. There is currently an uptown shuttle in place 
with a set route providing access to retail needs and beginning on March 30th there will be 
two uptown shuttles running and available to the public. The Recycling Center will be 
closing its gates and not accepting materials at noon this date. 

Ms. York informed the Board that all full and part-time county employees will be 
granted new paid leave balances for COVID-19 to use at their discretion during the 
outbreak of the virus.  Employees will be granted two weeks of emergency leave. This 
leave will expire on December 31, 2020 and any unused hours will not carry-forward and 
will not be paid out. Ms. York said this complies with the Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act that was signed into law this week. This leave as well as expanded Family 
and Medical Leave Act provisions will be available to employees effective Monday, March 
23rd.  
 

In addition, telecommuting of employees (where feasible with their job duties) will 
be allowed for those who already have a county-issued laptop. The County will not be 
deploying new laptops, new mi-fi devices, or new hotspots. Personal devices are not 
allowed to connect to the county network and be used to work from home. Having a county-
issued smart phone or cell phone does not qualify an employee to be able to work from 
home. Employees will be required to work their same amount of hours from home in their 
standard work week as they would if they were in the office. Ms. York stated these 
provisions have been sent out earlier to department directors in the County’s Temporary 
Telecommuting/Teleworking Agreement. Department Directors will coordinate with 
employees to institute the operational changes necessary to continue serving our 
community and meet the needs of our employees. 
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 Ms. York summarized that county departments are looking at doing business 
differently so not have more than 10 people in a county facility, i.e., the Library will have 
online reservations and curb side delivery to vehicles in an effort to have resources 
available especially as children are out of school, and DSS, a state mandated service, will 
have less in-home visits, online services and a drop box for applications, etc. 
 
 Ms. York told the commissioners there are telephone conference call opportunities 
for elected officials with the Governor, through the NC Association of County 
Commissioners as well as with the Speaker of the House, Tim Moore: she said she would 
send call-in information to the Board. 
 
 
COMMISSIONER REPORT/COMMENTS: 

Commissioner Puryear urged residents to support local businesses by shopping 
local.  There were no comments from Commissioners Powell, Clayton and Sims. 
  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

A motion was made by Commissioner  Puryear and carried 5-0 to adjourn the 
meeting at 9:31am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________  ______________________________ 
Brenda B. Reaves    B. Ray Jeffers 
Clerk to the Board    Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 


